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74 QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


Py ‘Thus he ceased baptizing, or decreased ; therefo re, John. said ; 
e {Christ} that cometh from above is above all: be that je of the earth 


away, a 
Holy Ghost: for Christ and the 


much water there; and spe ey 
came unto John, and said unto him, Rabbi, he ra was 5 with thee be- 
yond Jordon, to whom ‘then bearest witness, behold, the same bap- 
tizeth and all men come to him.”-~—John, iii. 22-26. “ Exce; aman be 
By td the water and of the Spirit he cannot enter into 1g 
When Christ said, «he that believeth and isbaptized shall 
he that believeth not — be — did he not ‘have reference — 
to a spiritual baptism 2 
Answer: No! ist said, that Christ was the one 
“to baptize with the Holy Ghost. And Jesus said unto his disciples : «Go 
teach all nations banticiann them in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of. Seger Gees. The disciples here are in the second per- 
son, being en to; and mal to the above they were to baptize 
in all it was a water baptism... on Christ was 
to baptize with the Holy Ghost. qi 
_.If baptism is essential to salvation, why did. Chri say to the thief 
on the cross: “ Verily I “y unto thee, ode shakt thou be with me 
in paradise”? | 
Answer: the command was not then in force, saying, “he that be- 
lieveth and is baptized shall be saved. he that believeth not shall be 
damned.” Again, the history we have of this-thief, is not altogether 
plain. Matthew says: “ Likewise also the chief priests mocking 
said, he saved others, himself he cannot save.” “ The thieves also, 
which were crucified with him cast the same in his teeth.” (See 
Math. xxvii. 41-44.)\ The word paradise in.the above certainly does 
_ not mean heaven, for the most obvious reason; Christ said, Zodoy 
_ thou shalt be with me in paradige. On the morning of: the ‘third dav 
_ Jesus arose from the andsaid unto Mary, « me not; for 
"have not yet ascended to my Father :” therefore, we. come to the eon- 
clusion that it is a place of departed. ‘spirits. _ And said, 
the should be with him It is not. 
paradise is synonymous with son that Peter. mentions : 
by the Spirit : he. went and. 
the fog which some time were disobedient; when 
ng of God waited in the days of ‘Noah,"-—-\ Pe- 
ter, iii. 16-20 Many of the learned have endeavoured to so or 
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whi ike lengoe ‘itself conveys; but in doing it they have only 
trayed th of the ume. 

are satisfied with it, without any interpretation; and we take it 
granted, that Peter meant what hé said. And itis pr 
Christ; while his body laid in the tomb, 


wes quickened by the Spirit 
and went to paradise, or prison, and preached to the spirits that were 


there: and the thief wént with hit’; ‘and here ends the subject as 're- 


water? 


corded in the scriptures: “Today shal¥ thou be with me in paradise.” 
Ad for the salvation of the'thisf-we Rave ‘Bulif ethers 
had the gospel preached to them in paradise, why mot he? “ For this 
cause the gospel was‘preached also to them that are dead, that they 
might be judged aecording to men in the flesh, but live according to 
in: the Spirit.”—<1 said to the thief on 
cross js:no argument the utility of baptiam. ~~ 
_ Have we any reason to bélieve that the apostles were baptized in 
Answer : we have ; for Christ:said: “:And he that taketh not his 
cross, and followeth after me, isnot worthy of me.”—Math: x. 38. 
The apostles were worthy of him; therefore they’ must have taken up 
their eross and followed him, and of coursé patterned after his example. 


After that he said unto them : “ Verily I'say unto you, that ye who . 


have followed mein the regeneration, when the Son of man shall sit 
on the throne of ‘his glory, ye also #hall sit upon twelvé thrones,” 
—~Math. xix: 28, Christ here most unquestionably, had an allusion to 
a regeneration of water : for it is said that thie. Holy Ghost was not 
yet given. Jesus said: “Nevertheless I tell you the’ truth ; it is ex- 


pedient for you that I go away: for if I f° - away, the Comforter: 
wi 


will not come unto yous but if I depart, send him ‘unto you.” 
John, xvi. 7. Thus we discover, that the receiving of the Comforter 
was placed in the future. . ‘Therefore, when Christ said you that have 
followed me in the 


that the apostles taught baptism as being necessary for the remission 


of sins, and at the same time had hever baptized themselves: 


If baptism is necessary; what*has become of the many  thoysands 
tized 7 


the apost 


¢ 


tac) 

“ 
since the days of the a 


15 
ly 
But we | 
for 
that 


regéneration; he certainly alluded to baptism, — 
or being burn of the water. ’ Again it is inconsistent for us to suppose 
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adge this, 


then they did not have it to reject. We leave every man toj 
Christ said : “ And this is the tent 
light is come unto the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, 
because their. deeds were evil,”*or in other words.they rejected that 
_ ‘light. -We are not sent to preach to the-dead ; but to the livi Let 
. Godtake care of the dead. And there is one thing certain, and that is, 
zod is merciful, and will-judge every man according to his works ; 
and those who are dead, who worshiped God according to the best of 
‘their knowledge, will be justified upon that pee rot 
Did not the apostle say: “ Let every man be f maga in his 
‘own mind ;” consequently, it’ makes no difference whether, or not a 
man is baptized by immersion, or sprinkled, or not baptized at all, 
providing he is sincefe and fully persuaded inhisown mind?’ 
_ “Answer: the apostle here had no allusion to baptism, or sprinkling ; 
but was speaking of esteeming one day above another, and the eating 
of herbs. (See Rom. xiv. chapter.) As respects the mode of baptism 
—Paul says: “ Therefore we are buried with him [Christ] by baptism 
into death.”” Jn order to| bury a man in water he must be.covered, 
orimmersed. “But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin ; 
but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was 
delivered you.”——Rom. vi. 17 We showed in our last number, the 
precise form of doctrine that the apostles delivered to the ancient 
saints, and we venture to say, that there is no scriptural grounds for 
believing that: sprinkling is an institution of heaven, that will answer 
im the place of baptism by immersion. ‘However, there are several 
passages of scripture that are often applied as proof to support such 
an ordinance—We will-here notice some of the most prominent of 
them. Isaiah describing things that were in the,fature, said : “ Soshall — 
he sprinkle many nations.” This according to the testimony of the 
rophet is to be fulfilled at the time of the restoration of the House of 
Seentigatihen Jerusalem shall be repaired, Zion built; and when her 
watchmen shall see eye to. eye. And no one that understands the pro- 
phecies, will pretend to say that Zion is yet built in fulfilment of Isaiah’s _ 
_ prediction ; and that her watchmen see eye to eye, as yet. Therefore, 
it Is -presumption to attempt to fulfil this work of sprinkling, before 
the set time is come. Again, God is personated as being the one to 
rm this work, and not. a set of men who are acting without know- 
,» and.authority. (See Isa. lii. chapter.) | Ee. 
| lets tEzekiel prophesying of the restoration of the Children of 
Israel, back upon their. own they never should be dis-— 
persed again says: “ Zhen will I sprinkle clean water upen you,” 


&e-—(See Ezek. xxxvi. chapter.) Any man who undertakes to ‘fulfil 


this prediction, assumes a prerogative to do that which belongs to tione 
but: God for inthe above quotation the personal pronoun J,personates 
God, and:nota set of uninspired preachers. This is a: work for God 
Furthermore; the Children: of ‘Israel: were the 
' ones to be sprinkled, and not Gentile sinners : also, it was not»to be 
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FAITE. 


done until Israel is gathered, which is yet to take place. We know 
that the Jews under the ceremonial law, were commanded to sprinkle: 
with blood, and also with water ; but according to Paul, this jaw was 
abolished at the time of the personal appearing of Christ. Indeed, 
we know of nothing in the New Testament to justify sprinkling instead 
of — It is said, that Christ ‘came y Ae. of the water; and 


that Philip and the Eunuch went down into the water, when baptized: — 


OF FAITE, 


1, Jw the preceding lectures, we treated of what faith was, and 

of the objéct on which.it rested, agreeably to our plan we now pro- 

ceed to speak of its effects. 
“2. As have in our ectures, that 

rinciple of action wer in all intelligent beings, both in 

it expected that we will, in @ lecture of 

this description attempt to unfold all its effects; neither is it 

to our purpose so to do; for it would embrace all things in heaven and 


on earth, and encompass all the creations of God, with all their end-. 


less varieties: for no world has yet. been framed that was not framed 
by faith; neither has there been an intelligent raat on any of God’s 
creations who did not get there by reason of faith, as it existed: in 
himself or in some other being; nor has there been a change or a 
revolution in any of the creations of God but it has been effected by 
faith: neither will there be a change or revolution unless it is effected 


in the same way, in any of the vast creations of the Almighty ; for it is- 


by faith that the works. 
3, Let us here offer some explanation in relation to faith that our 


meaning may be clearly comprehended: We ask, then, what are we 


to understand by a man’s working by faith? We answer: We un- 
derstand that when a man works by faith he works by mental exer- 


tion instead of physical force: it is by words instead of exerting his — 


physical powers, with which every being works when he works by 
faith—God said, Let there be light, and there was light—Joshua spake 
and the great lights which God had created stood still—-Eilijah com- 
manded and the heavens were stayed for the space of three y 

and’siz: montha, so that it did not rain: He again commanded, and 
the heavens gave.forth rainj—all this: was: done by faith; and the 


, remove, and it will remove; or say to that syca tree, 
| Ryoepoted up and pl in the midst of the sea, and it shall obey 
‘Faith, then, works by words; and with these its mightiest works. 


Saviour says, If you have faithas a grain of m seed, say to this 
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Itturely will:not be required ef us to prove, that this is the. 
principle upon which all:eternity has acted and will aet; for a 
reflecting mind must know; that it is. by reason of this power that all 

thethosts of heaven perform their works of wonder, majesty and glory: 

Angels move from place to: by virtue of this power—it.is by 

Yreason of it that they are e to descend from heaven to earth; 

and: were it not for the power of faith they never could be ministering 
spirits to them who should be heirs of salvation, neither could they 
act as heavenly messengers; for they would be destitute of the power 
necessary to enable them to do the will of God. es | 

“5. It is only necessary for us to say, that the whole visible creation, 
as it now exists, is the effect of faith—It was faith by which it was 
framed, and it is by the power of faith that if continues in its organized 
form, and by which the Beery move round their orbits and sparkle 
forth their glory: So, then, faith is truly the first principle: in the 
science of THEoLocy, and when understood, leads the mind back to 
the beginning and carries it forward to the end; or in other words, 
from eternity-to eternity. | 
“6. As faith, then, is the principle by which the heavenly hosts per- 
form their works, and by which they enjoy all their felicity, we might 
expect to find it set forth in a revelation from God as the principle 

n which his creatures, here below, must act, in order, to obtain 
the felicities enjoyed by the saints in the eternal world, and that when 

God would ideceake to raise up men for the enjoyment of himself, 

he would teach them the necessity of living by faith, and the impossi- _ 

bility there was of their enjoying the blessedness of eternity without 
it, pone seing that all the blessings of eternity are the effects of faith. 

«7. Therefore, it is said, and appropriately too, that without faith 
it'fs impossible Ppa God. If it should be asked, Why is it im- 
possible: to please without faith? the answer would be, because, 
without faith it is impossible for men to be saved; and as (sod desires’ 
_ the salvation of man he must of course desire that they should have — 
faith, and he could not be pleased unless they had, or else he could be 
pleased with their destruction. 

“8. From this we learn that the many exhortations which have 

. béen given by inspired men to those who had received the word of 
the Lord, to Grom faith in him, were not mere common-place matters, 

_ bat were for the best of all reasons, and that was, because, without 
it there was no salvation, neither in this world nor in that which is to 

come. When men begin to live by faith they begin to draw near to 

God ; and when faith is perfected they are like him; and because he’ 
pt goat are saved also; for they will be in the same situation he 

_ is it, because they have come to ‘him; and when he appears they shall 


be'like him, for they will sée hin as he is. 

“w®, As all the visible creation is an‘ effect of faith, so is salvation, 
aigd;’'(We mean salvation in its ‘most extensive latitude of interpre- 
tation, whether it is temporal or spiritual.) In order to:have this sub- - 


ject clearly set before the mind, let us ask what situation mast a per- 
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gon be in, in order to be saved? of what ig the difference between a 
~ saved man afd one who is not saved! “We answer from what we 
have before. seen of the heavenly. worlds, they must be’ persons who 
can work by faith, and who are able, by faith to be ministering spirits 
to them who shall be heirs of salvation. And they must have faith 
to enable them to act in the presence ofthe Lord, otherwise. they 
cannot be saved. And what-constitutes the real difference’ between 
a saved person and one not saved, is the difference in the degree of 
their faith: one’s faith has become perfect: enough to lay hold tong 
eternal life, and the other’s has not. But to be a little more parti > 
let us ask, where shall we find a prototype into whose likeness we may | 
be assimilated, in order that we may be made partakers of life and 
salvation? or-in other words, where shall we find a saved being? for 
if we can find a saved being, we may ascertain, without mack difi- — 
‘culty, what all others must be, in order to be saved—they must be like’ 
that individual or they cannot be saved: we think, that it will not be 
a matter of dispute, that two beings, who are unlike each other, can- 
not both be saved; for whatever constitutes the salvation of one, will 
constitute the salvation of every creature which will besaved : and if we. - 
_ find one saved being in all existence, we may see what all others must be, 
or else not be saved. We ask, then, where is'the poe: or where is 
_ thesaved being? We conclude as to the answer of this question there will 
be no dispute among those who believe the bible, that it is Christ: all will 

agree in this that he isthe prototype or standard of salvation, or in other — 
words, that he is a saved being. And if we should continue our interroga- 
tion, and ask how it is that he is saved, the answer would be, because he 
is a just and holy being; and if he were any thing different from what — 
he is he would not be saved; for his salvation depends on_his being 
precisely what he is and nothing else; for if it were possible for him 
to change in the least degree, so sure he would fail of salvation and 
lose all his dominion, power, authority and glory, which constitutes 
salvation; for salvation consists in the glory, power 
and:dominion which Jehovah —— and in nothing else; and no 
being can possess it but himself or one like him: ‘Thus says John, in. 
his first epistle, 3: 2 and 3: Behold, now we are sons of God, and it . 
doth not appear what we shall be; but we know, that when he shall — 
_ appear we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is; And any 
_ man that has this hope in him purifies himself, even as he is pure.— 
bie ify himself as he is pure? because, if they do not they can- 
The Lord said unto Moses, Leviticus, 19: 2:—Speak unto all 
the congregation of the children of Isreal, and say unto them, Ye shall 
be holy: for I the Lordi-your God am aa ee Peter says, first 
 epistle, 1:15 and 16: But as he who has ca 
inall manner of conversation ; because it is written, Be ye holy; 

for lam holy. And the Savior says, Matthew, 15:48: Be ye perfect, 
even as your Father who is in-heaven is perfect. If any should ask, 
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80 FAITH. 
why all these sayings? theianswer is to be found from what is before 
quoted from John’s epitle, tbat when he (the Lord) shall appear, the 
saints will be like him : and ifthey are not holy, as he is holy, and perfect 


as he is perfect, they cannot be like him; for no being can enjoy his 
glory without possessing his'-perfections and holiness, no moan’ than 
ey could reign in his kingdom without his power. a 
- #11, This clearly sets forth the —, of the Saviour’s saying 
recorded in John’s testimony, 4:12: Verily, verily I say unto you, | 
he that believeth on me; the works that I do shall he do also; and 
ter works than these, because I go unto the Father.—This taken 
in connection with some of the’éayings in the Saviour’s prayer, re- 
corded in the 17th chapter, gives great clearness to his expressions : 
He says, in the 20, 21, 22, 23 and 24: Neither pray I for these alone ; 
but for them also who shall believe on me through their words ; that 
they all may be one, as thou, Father art in me, and I in thee, that _ 
they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast 
sent me. And the glory which thou gavest me, I have given them, 
that they may be one, even as we are one; I jn them; and thou in me, 
that they may be made perfect in one; and that the,world may know 
that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them ‘as thou hast loved me. 
Father, I will that they also whom thou hast given me be with me 
where I am: that they may behold my glory which thou hast given 
me; for thou lovedest me before the foundation of the world. | 
“12, All these sayings put together, give as clear an account of the 
state of the lorified saints as language could give—The works that — 
Jesus done they were to do, and greater works than those which he 
done among them should they do, and that because he went to the 
Father. ‘He does not say that they should do these works in time; 
but they should do greater works because he went to the Father. He 
says, in the 24th verse: Father, I will that they also whom thou hast 
_ given me, be with me where I am; that they may behold my glory. 
hese sayings, taken in connection, make it very plain, that the greater 
works, which those that believed on his name, were to do, were to be 
done in eternity, where he was going, and where they should behold 
_ his glory. He hag said, in another part of his prayer, that he desired 
of his Father, that those who believed on him should be one in him, 
as he, and the Father were one in each other: Neither pray [ for | 
these (the apostles) alone, but for them also who shall believe on me 
through their words; that they all may be one: that is, they who be- 
lieve on him through the apostles’ words, as well as the apostles them- 
selves: that they all may be one, as thou, Father, art in me and I in 
thee: that they also may be one in us, 
“13. What language can be plainer than this? This Saviour surely — 
intended to be rstood by his disciples: and he so spake that they _ 
might understand him; for he declares to his Father, in not 
te be easily mistaken, that he wanted his disciples, even all of them, 
to be as himself and the Father? for as he and the Father were one, 
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s0 they might be one with them. And what is said in the 22nd verse 
is calculated to more firmly establish thig.-bélief, if it needs any thing 
to establish it, He says, And the glory Which thou gavest me, I have 
given them, that —o be one, even as we are one. As much as 
to say, that unless they have the glory which the Father had given | 
him, they could not be one with them: Fdhe says he had given them 
the glory that the Father had-given him, that they might be one; or 
in other words, to make them one. = ga aka 
«34. This fills up the measure of information on this — and 
shows most clearly, that the oe. his disciples to rstand, 
ee him in all things: not even his 
“15. It 1s scarcely necessary here to observe what we have pre- 
viously noticed: That —— which the Father and the Son have, 
| y beings; and that if they were lack- 
ing in one attribute or —— which they have, the glory which 
they have, never could be enjoyed by them; for it requires them to 
be precisely what as in order to enjoy it: and if the Saviour gives 
this glory to ahy~« , he must do it in the very way set forth in his 
ie to his Father: by making them one with him, as he and the 
ather are one.—In so doing he would give them the glory which the 
Father has given him; and when-his disciples are made one with the 
Father and the Son, as the Father and the Son are one, who cannot — 
see the propriety of the Saviour’s saying, The works which I do, shall 
they do; and greater works than these shall they do, because I go to 
‘16. These teachings of the Saviour most clearly show unto us the 
nature of salvation; and what he pro - unto the human family 
when he proposed to save That he proposed to make them like 
unto. himself; and he was like the Father, the great prototype of all 
saved beings: And for any portion of the human family to be assimi- 
lated into their likeness is to be saved; and to be unlike them is to be 


_ destroyed: and on this hinge turns the door of salvation. 


17, Who cannot see, then, that salvation is’thé effect of faith? for 
as we have previously observed; all the heavenly*beings work by ‘this 

rinciple ; and it is because they are able so/to.do that they are saved: 
for nothing but this could save them. And this is the lésson which 
the God of heaven, by the mouth of all his holy prophets, has been 
endeavouring to teach to the world. Hence we are told, that without 
faith it is impossible to please God; and that salvation is of faith, that 
it might be by grace to the end, the promise: might be sure to.all'the 
seed. Romans, 4:16,—And that Israel, who followed: after the law of 
righteousness, has not iittained to the law’of righteousness. Where- 
fore? because they sought it not by faith, but:as if were by the works 
of the law; for they stumbled at that stumbling stone. "Romans, 9: 32. 
And Jesus said unto the man who brought Ins’son to ‘him, to get the 
devil who tormented him, ‘cast out, If thou canst believe, all things are | 
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possible to him that believeth, Mark, 9:23. Thiese with a multitude 
of other scriptures, which might. be quoted, plainly set forth the light, — 
ia: which the Saviour, as well as the Former Day Saints, viewed the 

plan of salvation.—That it was a system of faith—it begins with faith, 
and continues by faith; and every blessing which is obtained, in relation 
to it, is the effect of faith, whether it pertains to this life or that which 
is to come.—To this, all the revelations of God bear witness. If there 
were children of promisey they were the effects of faith: not even the 
Saviour of the world excepted : Blessed is she that believed,’said Eliza- 
beth to Mary, when she went to visit her ;—for there shall be a per- 
formance of the things which were told her of the Lord; Luke, 1: 45: 
Nor was the birth of John the baptist the less a matter of faith; for 
in order that his father Zacharias might believe he was struck dumb. 
_ And through the whole history of the scheme of ‘life and salvation, it 
is a matter of faith: every man received according to his faith: accord- 
ing as his faith was so were his blessings and privileges; and nothing 
was withheld from him when his faith was sufficient to receive it. He 
could stop the mouths of lions, quench the violence of fire, escape the 
‘edge of the sword, wax valiaft in fight, and put to flight the armies 
of the aliens; women could, by their faith, receive the dead children 
to life again : in a word, there was nothing impossible with them who 


had faith. All things were in subjection to the Former Day Saints, 


ageording as their faith was—By their faith they could obtain hea- 
venly visions, the ministering of angels, have knowledge of des ore 

of just men made perfect, of the general assembly and church of the 
first born, whose names are written in heaven, of God the judge of all, 
of Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, and become familiar with 
the third heavens, see and hear things which were not only unutterable; 
but were unlawful to utter. Peter, in view of the power of faith, 2nd 
e@pistle, 1: 1,2 and 3 says, to the Former Day Saints: grace and peace 
be multiplied unto you, through the knowledge of God, and of These 
our Lord, according 4s his divine power’hath given uato us all things 
that pertain unto lifeand godliness, knowledge of him that 
has called us untégfory and virtye. In the first epistle; 1:3, 4 and 5 
he.says, Blessed be the God.and Father of our Lord Jesos Christ, who 
according to his abundant mercy, has begotton us again unto a livel 

hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheri- 
tance incorruptible and undefiled; and that fadeth not away, reserved 
in heaven for you, who are kept by the power of God through faith 
unto Salvation, ready:to be revealed in the last time. 
“16. :These sayings put together, show the Apostle’s views, most 
s0-as to admit of no mistake on ‘the mind:of any individual. 


He says that all things : that in to oe iness were given 
* unto through the knowledge of ‘God and our aviour Jesus Christ. 
And if the question ig asked, how" were they to obtain the knowledge 


of God ? is @ great difference in God 


: knowledge implies more than faith, 
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tain to life and godlit the 
;) the answer is ~e. they were te 
ledge of God, ~~. al ether things whieb 


to life and godliness. 

“17. By these sayings of the Apostle we learn, that it was by ob- 
taining a knowledge of God, that men got the.all things eae 
to life and godliness; and this knowledge was the effect of So 

it 

“18. From this we may extend as far 0 ee 
require whether on earth or in heaven, and we will find it the testimony 
of all inspired men, or heavenly messengers, that all things that i 
: life and godlingsg are the effects of faith and nothing else: all Jearn- 

» wisdom, and prudence fail, and every thing else as a means of 
salealiaa but faith. . This is the reason that the fishermen of Galilee 
could teach the world—because they sought by faith and by faith ob- 
tained. And this is the reason that Paul counted all things but filth 
and dross—what he formerly called his gain he called his loss; yea, 
and he counted all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge 


Chie the Philippians, 3:7, 8,9 and 10 Because, to 


obtain the faith by which he ‘could enjo joy the knowledge of Christ 
Jesus the Lord, he had to suffer the loss of all things: this is the rea- 
son that the Former Day Saints knew more, and understood more of 
_ heaven, and of heavenly things than all others beside, because this in- 
formation is the effect of faith—to be obtained by no other means. 
And this is the reason, that men, as soon as they lose their faith, run 
into strifes, contentions, darkness and difficulties ; for the knowledge 
which tends to life disappears with faith, but returns when faith re- 
turns; for when faith comes, it brings its train of attendants with it— — 
prophets, os pastors, teachers, gifts, wisdom, know- 


apostles, 
ledge, mirac ae , tongues, interpretation of tongues, &c. All 


these appear when f. ra on the earth, ang, disappear when it 
disappears from the ea For these are the, wffects of faith and 
always have, and always will attend it. For where faith:is, — 


there will the knowledge of God be also, with all things which per- 
= thereto-—revelations, visions, and dreams, az well-as every othér 
thing in order that the possessors of faith may be perfected 
onl obtain salvation; for 908 must change, otherwise faith will pre- 
vail with him. And he w it will, through it,:obtain all 
necessary knowledge and wisdom, until he. shall know:God, and the 
Lord Jesus cre vehom he has sent : whorn to know i is eternal life: 
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. Sornmomer already has been written-upon the subject of the 


« 


and it, to convince the unprejudiced that 


been a great falling away; also that the everlasting has. not 
been preached in its ancient purity, and the blessings that appertained 
to.it, have not been reeeived for the last several hundred years. 
Furthermore, that the,gospel covenant has been broken, that 1s, the 
covenant made at the:time the priesthood was conferred; also that 
the laws of God have been transgressed, the ordinances changed ; 
-and in a word the things of God have been turned upside down, and 
‘the kingdom of Ghrist transformed into an ostentatious hierarchy— 


“man of sin”—the “ mother’ of harlots”—the abomination of 


_ the earth; which has been done by wicked men, or priests whose 
_ flagitious motives: were to change the gospel into: an order of 
priestcraft, and merchandize ; which is a fulfilment of the ctions 
of both Daniel and John. “I beheld, and the same horn made war 
with the:saints, and prevailed against them.” “ And he shall speak 
great words against the Most High, and shall wear out the saints,of 


kindreds, and tongues, and nations.” —Rev. xiii. 7.. And now we.ask, 


covenant; that the gospel may be. preached in its. purity—the ordi- 


what can possibly cede the necessity for a renewal of the gospel. 


Most High, and think to changet imes and laws,” &c.—Dan. vii. © 
21—25. “And it was given unto him [the beast] to make war with 
the saints, and to. overcome them: and power was given him over all 


nances administered by legal authority, and that the way a 


prepared for the second advent of the Messiah? . In saying 1 
os aR ‘was to be renewed ‘prior to the second coming of 
Christ, :we do not mean to be understood that there:was:to.‘be.an 
entire new one different from the one committed to the ee but 
only a.renewal of it. Again, as. far as the holy prie dis con- 
cerned, we do not.say there was to bea new covenant; but only a 
renewal of the gospel..covenant, and priesthood ; which. anciently 
wered the apasties: with power to administer all ordinances of 


the,gospel. This priesthood no doubt was what the apostle had an 


allusion to, when speaking of the dispensation of the gospel, that 


‘ ‘was given to him: ‘ Whereof I am made a minister according 


to the dis tion of God which is given to me for —e fulfil the 
word of God; even the mystery which’ hath been hid from and 
from generations, but now is made manifest to his-saints.”——Col: i. 25, 
26. “Therefore, seeing we have this ministry, (authority of God,) as 


“awe have received mercy, we faint not."-—2 Cor. iv. 1. When God 


conferred this priesthood upon the apostles, and ancient saints, he 
made a covenant with them, or in other words, promised bis-bless- 
ings,—the spiritual gifts, and a continuation of them, on condition 
they would be faithf all his requirements. But as we 
' have before shown, men have forsaken the true order of the gospel, 
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and been unfaithful: therefore, the Lord“has-took this authority from 
them, and the consequence was they were deprived of the spiritual- 
gifts ; and they were left to heap to themselves teachers. Nay, more 
than that, they were left with a broken covenant. ae ee 
Now the Lord conferred this authority upon the apostles, and then 
commanded them to go into all the world and preach the gospel to 
every creature, and all we contend for at present, is a renewal of 
this authority, or dispensation, that the’prophe@ies may be fulfilled. — 
Israel gathered, and brought into the fold of the New Covenant, or in 
other words that it may take effect; and the way be prepared for the 
second coming of Christ. This dispensation, the renewal‘of which 
‘we contend for, is precisely the same that it was iff primitive times, 
differing only in regard to the work we are commanded to perform. 
The apostles were: commanded to preach the gospel to all nations, 
and so are we; but we are commanded to preach the gospel as a. 
witness to all nations that the end, or-coming of Christ is at hand, 
when the kingdoms of this world will come to an end, or become the 
kingdom of our Lord and his Christ ; also, that Israel may be gathered, 
and their kingdom restored to them. It is true the apostles estab- 
lished the church militant among the Gentiles; but not as though the 
_ New Covenant, which the Lord has promised to make with the House 
_ of Israel, had then taken effect. Indeed, all the prophets have. pro- 
’ phesied of this New Covenant: and we infer from the words of Christ 
 that.it-was offered to the Jews; but they would npt receive it. Hence 
he said: “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that kijlest:the prophets, and 
stonést them which are sent unto theg, how often would I have 
gathered thy children together even aga hen gatherest her chickens 
under-her wings, and ye would not /”—-Matt. xxiii. 37. The apostles 
also entertained an idea at first,that the kingdom was.then to be 
restored to Israel, and the NewCovenant to take effect, and that they | 
were called to perform a certain portion of this work; but Christ 
y' therefore were come together, they asked,,of im, saying, Lord 
wilt ‘then at this time again ‘And he 
said -unto them, it is not for you to know the times or the seasons 
which;the Father hath put in his own power.”—Acts, i-6,7. Thus 
we discover that the apostles were riot called to gather Israel: for 
indeed, the time when the kingdom was to be restored, was not for. 


them to know. We have no reason to believe that the Lord made a+ 
New Covenant with the House of: Israel at the commencement of the 


Christian era; although he offered it to the Jews; but they refused 
it... But he committed a dispénsation of the gospel ta the apostles—~ 


coyenant, or everlasting priesthood; and we contend 

“Of ‘the® same. Individuals have’ often come to us _ 
wondering how it can be possible that there «can be a renéwal of — 
the covenant, which can be done in‘no’other way but by immediate .. 
revelation from God, without revealing'a new gospel.. Tothis'‘we say, 


for a renewa 
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we acquiesce with Paul:-‘ But though we or an angel from heaven 
preach any other gospel unto you, than that we have preached unto 
you, let him be accursed.” As respects the letter of the gospel, it is 
| een and legible in the New Testament. But the chief that Christen- 

om. has lacked for the last several hundred years, is the proper 
authority, which has been taken away; and which the prophets, and 
apostles have said should be renewed for many important purposes ; 
as we shall make known as we trace the subject. But to proceed. — 

“ find I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having 
the everlasting gosple to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, 


and toe nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, saying 


with a loud voice, fear God, and give glory to him, for the hour of 
his judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, and — 
earth, and the sea, and the fountains of water.’’—Rev. xiv. 6, 7. 

-Commentators have attached their various interpretations to this 
important vision of John, some contending that it has an allusion to 
missionaries preaching to the heathens ; others to that of bible societies: 
again others have endeavoured to prove that it has reference to some-. 
thing that transpired at, or previous to the destruction of Jerusalem ;. 
but we are willing to lay aside the speculative opinions of the divines, 
considering that - have only betrayed their imbecility, and admit. 
that John meant what he said, at least so much so, that it is a predic- | 
tion eof the renewal of the 1 dispensation; and the commence- — 
ment of the of in the last days: and that it has an 
allusion to a latter-day work is evident from the following. 

_ Now those who are acquainted with the biography of John, are 
aware that he wrote his Apocalypse while. banished upon the Island 
of Patmos, about the year 94, or 96, or thereabouts. “The first three’ 
chapters are chiefly taken up, with: giving a description of ‘the seven 
‘churches of Asia. The subject then seems to break off, or is changed ; 
and the iv chapter commences something new, as follows: ‘“ After 
this I looked, and behold, a door was opened in heaven: and the first 
voice which I heard was as it were of a trumpet talking with me; 
which said, come up hither, and J will show thee things which must 
be hereafter”. Thus John saw things that were in the future :—and 
while the prophetic vision rolled before his mind he saw the apostacy 
-of the church, the rise of the beast that made war with the saints, and 
overcome them, and the prevalence of Mystery Babylon. And 
then near the close of the reign of the. beast, and destruction, of 
_ Babylon, or the confusion of sects and parties, he declared that he 
‘saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, ny tee po everlasting 
gospel to preach, &c, Immediately after it he heard another angel : 
“ Saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city,” &c, myeary 
_ Babylon is not yet, fallen, or the confusion of sects is not destroyed : 
therefore, this apocalyptic saying of John, relates to the renewal of 
the gospel covenant, the restoration of the priesthood; that the 
warning voice may go forth, that the honest in heart may be pre- 
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pared for the great and notable day of the Lord; and be called from 
_ the midst of Babylon, and escape the’ awful calamities that will come 
upon her: for surely if the testimony of John is true there are awful 
judgments to come upon the inhabitants of the earth. For indeed, 
_ this angel was to have the gospel to preach as a witness that the hour 
_ of God’s Judgment was at hand. John also saw that after the angel 
having the gospel should fly, Babylon should crumble to ruin. And 
the fact that the wrath of God will immediately follow in succession, 
and come upon those who worship the beast and his image ; and that 
all the dead which die in the Lord shall from henceforth rest from 
‘their labours and their works will follow them, is sufficient to con- 
vince every unbiased mind that John here describes a work of as late 
a date as the nineteenth century. : | 
Again, John describes this angel, as flying but a short time previous 
to the time whenjthe harvest of the earth shall be ripe ; hence he writes 
thus: ‘ And I looked, and behold a white cloud, and upon the cloud 
one sat like unto the Son of man, having on his head a golden crown, 
_ and in his hand a sharp sickle. And another angel came out of the 
temple, crying with a loud voice to him that sat on the cloud, thrust 
in thy sickle, and reap: for the time is come for thee to reap; for the 
harvest of ‘the earth is ripe. And he that sat on the cloud thrust in 
his sickle on the earth; and the earth was reaped. And another 
angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, he also having a 
sharp sickle. And another angel came out from the alter, ‘which had 
power over fire; and cried with a loud cry to him that had the sharp 
sickle, saying, thrust in thy sharp sickle, and gather the clusters of 
the vine of the earth; for her grapes are fully ripe. And the angel 
thrust in his sickle into the earth, and gathered the vine of the earth, 
and cast it into the great wine-press of the wrath of God. And the 
_ ‘wine-press was trodden without the city, and blood came out of the 
wine-press even unto the horses’ bridles by the space of a thousand 
and six hundred furlongs.”—Rev. ‘xiv. 14-20. 
The Saviour’s parable of the wheat, and,the tares seems to be 
synonymous with the above: “ Another parable put he forth unto 
em, saying, the kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which 
sowéd good seed in his field; but while men slept, his enemy came, 
and sowed tares among the wheat, and went his‘way. Bat when the 
blade was sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares 
also. So the servants of the householder came and said unto him, 
‘sir, didst not thou sow good seed in thy field? from whence then hath 
it tares? He said unto them, an enemy hath done this. Thé'ser- 
vants said unto him, wilt thoy then that we go’and gather them > 
But he said, nay; lest, while ye gather up ‘the tares, ye root up #80" 
_ wheat with them. Let both grow together until the harvest’; and in 
the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, gather ye together first 
- the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather 
wheat into my barn.” Explained’as follows: “He answered 
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said unto them, he that soweth the good seed is the Son of man; the 
field is the world; the good seed are the children of the kingdom; 
but thé tares are the children of the wicked one; the enemy that 
sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the world; (The 
term world is often used in the scripture, signifying the inhabitants of 
- the earth; and sometimes the wicked only : therefore the destruction 
of the tares, or the apostate generation that will not hearken to the 
- council of heaven, may be justly called the end of the world, or the 
wicked.) and the reapers are the angels. 4s therefore the tures are 
athered and burned in the fire; soshallit bein the end of rus world. | 
- The Son of maa shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out: 
of his kingdoth all things that offend, and them which do iniquity.” — 
Matt. xiii. 24—41. Thus the Lord hath promised to send his holy angels 
to prepare the way before him; first, an angel with the everlasting — 
gospel, which will be preached to all nations; second, to gatherthe | 
wheat into the barn, or to call the righteous. out from Mystery Baby-. 
lon, which John describes in another place, as follows: “ And I heard 
another voice from heaven, saying, come out of her, my people, that 
ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ve receive not of her plagues : 
for her sins have reached to heaven, and God hath icaiebured her 
iniquities.”—Rev. xviii. 4, 5. Third, with a destruction to destroy the 
wicked inhabitants of the earth. 
“While open this subject we cannot but reflect upon the 
_ goodness of the Lord in past ages. For instance, when the Antidelu- 
vian world had rebelled against him, and lowered themselves to a 
state of apostacy: prior to the flood he raised up Noah, who preached 
the principles of righteousness to them one hundred and twenty 
years: thus giving them a good opportunity beforehand to know of 
_the impending danger, and escape it by obedience. The righteous 
were saved, that is, Noah and his family. The Jews at different 
times were timely warned of destructions that came upon them, and 
by this means the saints often made their escape. But in the last 
days the Lord has decreed a destruction upon the whole earth. (See 
Isa. xxviii. 22.) But tothe subject: / 
~ Now if the gospel has been preached in its purity ever since the 
days of the apostles, and is still preached in its purity, what is the use 
of an angel appearing with it, to preach again to all nations, and 
people? Surely if the orthodox preachers preach ’the fulness of the 
gospel it would be superfluous to send an angel with it, if they already 
ave it in their possession. Indeed, if there was nothing more in the 
scriptures to prove that both Catholics, and. Protestants, do not preach © 
the gospel in its purity, and administer the ordinances with legal 
authority, this testimony of John sufficiently proves it: for this angel 
was to have the everlasting gospel to preach to all that dwell on the 
earth, to every nation, kindréd, tongue, and people : consequently.to 
every society. The idea that an angel shall have the gospel to preach 
to 7 nations, tongues, and people, presupposes an apostacy, and at 
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once shows the fallacy of the efforts of the missionaries to convert the 
world to their notions; for according to John, they are to have it preach- 
ed to them, and that too, as a witness of the coming of Christ; also that 
the hour of God’s judgment is at hand, which no doubt Christ alluded 
to when he said: “ And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached 
in all the world, for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end 
come.”—Matt. xxiv. 14. But, says ene, John did not say, that men 
should preach this 1; but the angel only.. To this we say, God 
does-not send his an > to act as priests-on earth, but to bear his 
messages to men; also to make known his covenants to them. It is 
not said that this angel in person should preach the gospel to all 
nations; but that he should come with it, or have it, to peer all 
nations. It is the work of the servants of God, to preaeh the gospel 
to all nations. Indeed, in consequence of apostacy, the Lord has 
taken the priesthood, or authority from the church; therefore, this 
angel was to be sent to restore this authority, or commission men to 
preach the gospel to all nations. The prophets have mentioned this 
restoration, and rejoiced when they saw that Israel, in the last days, 
should return back to the land of their fathers, when their kingdom 
_ shall be restored to them, and they no more'be cast off, or beeome . 
maser 4 All these predictions we shall hereafter notice under another 
ead. | | 
But says the reader, has this angel yet flown? and have men been 
commissioned with the above amthority to preach the gospel te alt — 
nations? This question will be fully answered in some future number. 


GOSPEL DISPENSATION. 


THE OBJECT OF A CONTINUATION OF REVELATION. 


As it ever has been, and now is, the — of the saints to re- 
ceive revelations direct from heaven ; and is one of the distinetive 
features, that distinguish the Latter-Day Saints from other societies, 
we think it proper to make a few observations ypon the design of . 
them, that the reader may know the benefits of such blessings. __ ‘ 
The doctrine of immediate revelation from God is objected to by. 
most societies who profess Christianity, and the principal reason why, 
we conceive to be for the want of a correct understanding of the 
object, that the Lord has ever had in view in revealing his word to 
his people. Some have supposed that a new revelation cannot be 
given without making known another gospel, and the moment we in- 
troduce the subject, we are assailed by priest and professor, who say 
there is to be no more revelations: for say. they there, is but one true 
gospel. We readily admit that there is but one true plan of salvation; 
but we as readily deny that the object of new revelation is to reveal 
another gospel. The goepel is the Jaw of God, or the invariable rule 
of ——e an obedience to it men and women are mad@ 
nO. 4.— / 
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the adopted sons and daughters of God; and revelations were given 
to the people of God. ce | 

It is evident that the antiquity of the gospel, is equal to that of the 
earth. And it isalso said, that there is no other name given under heaven 
whereby man can be saved except the name of Jesus Christ. Again, 
life and immortality were‘brought to light through, the gospel.. Enoch, 
Noah, and the patriarchs, were acquainted with the principles of life 
and immortality. It is also said that the gospel was preached to 
Abraham—(See Gal. iii. 8.) to the children of pon in the wilderness. 
(See Heb. iv. 2.) Indeed, all the patriarchs, and prophets, were made 
the adopted sons of God through an obedience to the principles of — 
righteousness; and they received many revelations but not to change 
the gospel, or to cause them to adopt some other plan for salvation, 
that is, to save their souls in the Celestial Kingdom of God. But they 
often received revelations, giving them directions for their temporal . 
safety. In order to more clearly illustrate this subject we will use a_ 
comparison. | | 

For instance, a husbandman has several sons; and also a planta- 
tion—of course there are various works to perform, and these sons are 
the persons made choice of to do them. /Hence he reveals his will to 
one, saying, go and plough such a field; and to another go and do 
something else ; and so on, till he gives each one directions, and his 
_ portion’ of the work to perform. Again, there are various works to 
~ do at-different seasons of the year; consequently he gives directions 
_ _ work may be performed in its proper season and time 

reof. 

In like manner, according to the Sayiour’s parable, the Lord is the 
husbandman of all the earth, and he has had, and has yet, various works 
todo at different ages of the world, and he always has given revela- 
tions adapted to the works that were necessary to be done. Yet not 
to reveal a new gospel, for i¢ is a perfect law of liberty, devised by an 
infinite being ; consequently it is also infinite, and of necessity, as we 
have before said, remains in all ages the same invariable rule of adop- 
tion. When the authority, or hely priesthood is taken away, and 
-men are deprived of the privilege to administer the ordinances, it 
may be restored by revelation, or the administration of an angel. 
_ But as for the letter of the gospel—there is no necessity for revealing 
it unless it is lost; but it was not lost to the patriarchs: for by it they 
were made to understand the principles of. life and immortality. 
Whether, or not, the ordinances were administered prior to the ap- 
pearance of Christ in the flesh, we leave the reader to judge. —/ 

The'Lord having a particular work to do in the days of Noah; 
(and he always works by means,) hence he said to his servant, or son 
Noah, go and proclaim the principles of permet i to this genera- 
tion, and tell them that I will bring a destruction by a flood upon 
them, if they do not turn from their wickedness,—that I may leave 
them without an excuse ; and in the meantime prepare an ark for the. 


ik 
| 
z 
be 
a, 
ag 
» 
a 


\ 


CONTINUATION OF REVELATION. 91 


saving of thyself and family. Noah moved forward with fear, and 
prepared the ark, and by this means rode safe over the flood. Thus 
the Lord imparted such intelligence to Noah, as suited the occasion, 
which proved beneficial to himself and family, even to their temporal 
salvation. But this revelation and commandment to Noah was not 
designed as a rule of faith, for future generations, that is, it was not 
a commandment for any other person or persons, that they should 
build arks or warh Antediluvians ofa flood i, but only for the time 


_ Next, the Lord said to his servant, or son Abraham, get thee out 
of Ur of the Chaldees, and I will make thee a great nation im the land of 
- Canaan. The Lord at this time had a particular work to do, which was 
to raise up a righteous nation to perpetuate his name, attributes, and 
commandments: for the inhabitants of the earth were then fast 
degenerating from the law of heaven, and sinking in darkness, and 
inclining to heathen mythology. The revelations given to Abraham 
differed much from those to Noah; yet they were adapted to the 
work for which they were given. 

Again, he sent his holy angel to his son Lot to warn him of the awful 
_ conflagration, that was shortly to come upon Sodom and Gomorrah, 
and direct him to a place of refuge. And mark Lot did not undertake to | 
build an ark to save himself from destruction: for the directions given 
_ to him, for his temporal safety, differed widely from those to Nosh.‘ 
Surely, if he had been like many of the present generation he would have 
said, that there were revelations enough already given—that there 
was no necessity for any more. And what would have been the con- 
sequence, we leave every persoti to judge for himself. Yet Lot, no 
doubt, became a eg man through obedience to the same law of 
God, that Enoch, Noah, Abraham, and all other patriarchs did. 
After Israel had groaned in bondage, in Egypt, four hundred years 
the Lord resolved to fulfil the promise he made to Abraham, eine 
and Jacob, that their posterity should inherit the land of Canaan; and 
in order to do it, he called out of the burning bush to his son Moses, 
and made known to him his intentions. | 
Now at this time, the Lord had one of the greatest works to do 
that he has ever done since the time of the creation; and the circum-. 
stances that the children of Israel were in, called for the immediate 
interposition, not only of the power of God, but for his counsel. The 
20rd gave Moses particular directions what to do, to deliyer Israel 
from the hands of the Egyptians. Moses did not assume his commis-. 
sion, neither did he act upon those given to Noah, Abraham, or 
Joseph; but he received one for himself; not to build an ark to escape. 
time of a flood, or to direct Israel to flee to Zoar, to 
escape an awful conflagration; but to stand before Pharoah—bring . 
the ten plagues upon pt—to instruct the children of Israel in all 
things: necessary for their safety—go before and lead them out of 
Egypt’. Thus Moses had a commission to do a different work from 
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those of any other prophets; and God gave revelations adapted ~*~ 


that great, and marvellous work—that act, that strange act. 

Again at this time the voice of inspiration seemed to be more or less 
hushed into silence; and a spiritual darkness brooded over the land ; 
and notwithstanding the oppression of the Israelites, they were a hard- 
hearted, and rebellious people. But the years of: their bondage were 
accomplished: therefore, Moses, and Aaron, had power given them 
to stand before Pharoah, and to a the ten plagtes upon Eaypt-— 
Israel then marched out of Egypt with majesty and power.—Pharaoh 
and his hosts followed them.—The waters of the Red Sea were 


divided by the power of Jehovah—Israel marched through without 
injury, singing sweet notes of praise, and tuning their joyful anthems 
to the praise of the God Abraham who was able to deliver them from 
the hand of oppression ; while Pharaoh and his company were plunged 
beneath the massive wave, and thus received a just demerit of their 
crimes. It sufficeth to say, that the Lord continued with a mighty 
hand, and stretched out arm to lead the Israelites through the wilder- — 
ness; and to almost daily instruct, and direct them by giving reve- | 
lations. But, notwithstanding all the miracles that they had ‘seen 
performed for their deliverance, and the revelations that had been 
given, o> Coke troubled with the propensity to believe that revela- 
tion had given, and miracles wrought in times past; but-den 
that there is to be any more, which has been a thing peculiar to all 
generations, especially to the one now on the stage of action:. Indeed, 
‘Israelites, in the wilderness, did not deny but what God had given 
revelations, and worked miracles in times past ; but when they after- 
wards were brought into straitened circumstances, and they saw 
no chance to deliver themselves by their own power, they supposed 
that the age of miracles was passed by, and that God had ceased 
delivering them by an interposition of his power: and 6n one occa- 
sion, they took up stones to stone Moses; saying, that-he had led 
- them into the wilderness to perish.: But to 
The ten commandments were given—the Law of Moses established 
— Moses and Aaron succeeded, took command, and 
led the children of Israel over Jordan; and by immediate revelation 
from God divided the land of Canaan among them: and thus the cove- 
“ nant people of the Lord were made to inherit the land that was promised _ 
to their fathers. But with all the revelations that were given to the 
: Israelites, there was no entire new plan for salvation devised. But 
says one, you astonish me; was not the ceremonial law a new plan for 


_ ga&lvationt We answer in the negative; for it was onl 
that law which was delivered rt re patriarchs. Paul declares that 


this law was not one of faith, nor’ of righteousness :|* For’ as many 
_ as are of the works of the law are under the carse:” &c. “But that 
| is justified bythe law in the sight of God, itis evident:: for, 

just shall live by faith. And the law is not of faith: but, the man 
_ that doeth them shall liveinthem. Christ hath redeemed’us from the 


a 
2 
> 
& 
? 
i 


CONTINUATION OF REVELATION. 93 


eurse of the law, being made a:curse for us: for it is written, cursed 
is every one that hangeth on a tree.” ‘ Wherefore then serveth the 
law? It was added because of. ——— (added to what? to 
_ the gospel.) till the seed [Christ] should come to whom the promise 

was made; and it was ordained by angels in the hand of a Media- 
tor.” “Is the law then against the promises of God? God forbid: 
for if there had been a law given which could have given life, verily 
righteousness should have been by the law.”—Gal. iii. 10-21. Paul 
in another place says, it was a law of carnal ordinances. Peter said 
that it was a yoke, which was too hard for them, or their fathers to 
bear. From all these sayings we conclude that the law of Moses 
was no new plan of life and salvation ;. but because of the wickedness 
of the Israelites this law was added, which Peter said, was a yoke 
upon them. Thus we discover that all the revelations that were given 
so far, were not to make known another 1; although they dif- 
fered from each other according as the several works for which they 
‘were given required. 

Now the Lord continued raising up prophets, and giving revelations 
during the Mosaic dispensation. For instance, he called upon his 
servant Samuel, and sent him to anoint Saul a king for Israel, also 
David. He gave David many revelations; and he also gave, Solomon 
directions how to build the temple.. Isaiah received many revelations, 
and p ied of the first and second coming of Christ; also of the 
_ réstoration of the House of Israel in the latter-days. - The Lord said 
unto: Jeremiah, go and prophesy to Zedekiah, and to the princes of 
Judah ; and say unto them, that if they do not forsake their wickedness 
and turn to me, the king of Babylon shall come and destroy the city 
of Jerusalem, burn the temple,’ and that they shall be carried away 
captive into Babylon, and there remain seventy years. . When the — 
- seventy years of captivity were fulfilled, the Lord raised up Nehe- 
miah, Zerubbabel, Ezra, and many. others whom he commanded to 


gather the Jews together, and proclaim to them that the time was ._ 


come for them to return, and rebuild Jerusalem. The revelations 
given to these men were different from those given to Moses, Aaran, 
and Joshua; because the: restoration of »the Jews, and: rebuilding 
_ ofthe city and temple after the Babylonish: captivity was quite a 
_ different work from that of the deliverance of Israel from Egyptian - 
- bondage. We might mention many other instances when new reve- 
lations were given differing from any that had ever been given before; — 
_ but we forbear ; for it sufficeth to say, that God has performed many 


. works during both the patriarchal, and Mosaic dispensations, and has 


— given revelations adapted to each respective work. But to 
_ At the commencement of the Christian era, the Lord commenced 
_ one of the greatest works that he has ever performed since the begin- 
dng, as follows: First, God, or Christ manifest in the flesh; second, 

_' sending John the Baptist as a forerunner to prepare the way, and pro- 
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claim, that the Kingdom of God was at hand; third, Christ being 
baptized and then inviting all to take, up their cross and follow him; 
fourth, choosing twelve disciples, and other seventy, whom he sent 
before him with a proclamation, also that the Kingdom of God was _ 
at hand ; fifth, his being crucified, or offered as a.sacrifice for the sins 
of the world; sixth, his resurrection; seventh;*the establishment of 
his Kingdom; eighth, to have the Gospel preached to all nations. 
Hence he said to his servants, or adopted sons, Peter, James, John, © 
Matthew, Mark, Thomas, Luke, and all the apostles, and elders, &c.: 
«‘ Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature:” 
“ Go teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” ray | 
From what the apostle says, we are not to expect any other gospel 
than that which they were sent to preach: “‘ Though we or an angel 
from heaven preach any other gospel, than that which we have 
preached unto you, let him' be accursed.” And all,Christians admit 
that Christ previous to his ascension established. the principles. of his 
gospel in the minds of his disciples; and if they with others had 
abided by all his precepts, which were ‘delivered prior to his ascen- 
_ sion, they would have been saved if another revelation had never been 
given, that is, they would have received eternal life. Indeed, the 
8 of the gospel were known at the very commencement of the 
Yet the revelations that the apostles received were of major 
importance, for their temporal salvation, and the advancement of the 
_ cause of God. But says one, if they understood, and had obeyed the 
gospel, what was the use of any more revelations? We will answer 
_ this question by asking another: for instance, a man takes an orphan 
and adopts him his son; after the ceremony of Se is performed 
will he not, if a just parent, first instruct and give hi 
tion, and thus improve his mind ; and when he has arrived to a mature 
age, give him directions and set him to work to perform that which 
he has for him to do? And now we ask, for what purpose did Peter, 
Paul, John, and many others of the apostles receive revelations? 
Most certainly God’Wid not reveal another gospel; but he revealed 
to them many other things of importance; first, he directed them to 
a place of safety at the tine Jerusalem was destroyed by the Roman 
army; second, he gave them instructions how to travel, and where 
it was his will that they should go to preach the gospel : for instance, 
the Lord knowing where the gospel could. be preached with success, — 


m a good educa- 


directed his servants to such places: for example, he said to’Philip, __ 


“go and join thyself to the Eunuch’s chariot?” the angel stood by 
Paul, saying, “come over to Macedonia and help us:”. Peter’ falling 
into a trance saw a vision, and learned the will of God concerni 
the Gentiles receiving the ; and then being directed to go wit 
the messengers of Cornelius. Third, he gave them the Spirit of reve- 
lation, or phophecy by which'they obtained a ‘knowledge of things to 
come; also to instruct the saints with all the glorious promises of the 
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first resurrection ;—their: reign on earth, and their reward in the 
Celestial Kingdom of Glory. These things were a comfort, joy, and 
- consolation to them in the time of affliction, and persecution. 

The apostles, John, Peter, and Paul, received ‘many revelations 
after the gospel was. preached, and many obeyed it and lived up to its 
requirements, and died rejoicing in hope of a glorious resurrection, 
which shows that the gospel was established, and they through an 
_ obedience to.it had become the sons of God; and as they were doing 
the work of the Lord they received such instructions from him as 
were adupted to the work he had given them to do.. The apostles by 
the a of prophecy forewarned the saints of the rise of anti-Christ, 
and the great falling away. Yet all their revelations were not given 
to cause them to adopt some other doctrine, or gospel. Thus we 
discover that the object of new revelation from the time of the crea- 
tion, till the sacred volume was closed, was to carry the purposes of 
God into effect.. And tell me, Oman! when did God ever do a work 
on earth without first revealing it to his.servants, and when 
employed them as instruments to do it? <“ we says the prophet, 
“the Lord God will do nothing, but he revealeth his secret unto his 
servants the prophets.”—-Amos, iii. 7. _“ Where there is no vision, 
the people perish; but he that keepeth the law, happy is he.””—Prov. 

xxix. 18. Again, tell me! has the Lord yet any work to do on earth, 
or when the volume of inspiration was closed did he cease to be @ 
God to give revelations, and work miracles? If he does not do any 
other work on earth, woe be unto the inhabitants thereof. But. per- 
haps the testimony of John will now come with force to the mind of 
the reader: “ And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven 
having the everlasting gospel to preach to them that dwell on the 
earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and i 
Indeed, according to the testimony of the A omyitear the Lord has one 
of the greatest works to perform, as yet, that he has ever done since 


he spoke the word, chaos heard, and the world rolled into order. 
It is plain from our Saviour’s parable of the labourers, that God has 
‘had, and -has yet works to perform in various ages of the world, which. 
he has and will do by giving revelations, and: empowering his servants 
to work miracles: “ For. abe kingdom of heaven is like unto a man 
that is a householder, which went out early in the morning to hire 
labourers into his vineyard. And when he had agreed with the 
labourers for a penny a day, he sent them into his vineyard. And he 
went out about the third hour, and he saw: others ing idle in the 
- market-place, and said unto them go ye also into the vineyard; and 
whatsoever is right I will give you. And they went their way. Again 
he went out about the sixth and ninth; hour, and did likewise. -And 
about the-eleventh hour he,went .out, and found others standing idle, 
and saith unto them why stand ye here all,the day idle? They say 
unto him, because no-man hath-hired us. He saith unto them, go ye 
and whatsoever is right, that shall ye receive.” 
—Math. xx. 1-7. | 
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